Clinical prognostic factors for ovarian metastasis in women with gastric cancer.
Krukenberg's tumor is considered to be a metastatic carcinoma to the ovary derived from a primary malignancy, usually from the gastrointestinal tract. This retrospective study tries to evaluate the clinicopathologic characteristics of ovarian metastasis in female gastric cancer and to define the prognostic factors. Of 1,890 female patients with gastric cancers, 37 patients with metastatic ovarian carcinomas were analyzed. Patients with ovarian metastasis were younger in age, higher in primary tumor location, and far advanced in depth of invasion and lymph node metastases. Ovarian metastasis was largely related to the peritoneal seeding, which was statistically significant on survival time. A multivariate analysis of prognostic factors indicated that the presence of peritoneal seeding was the only significant independent factor. The young female patients with far advanced gastric cancer were vulnerable to recurrence of ovarian metastasis and were considered to undergo prophylactic oophorectomy with gastrectomy. The prognosis of ovarian metastasis is dismal, because this is frequently associated with the peritoneal disseminations. It is essential to treat the peritoneal disseminations in order to improve the survival rate of female gastric cancer patients with ovarian metastasis.